Battle of Thermopylae– Video 10
After Marathon – 490 BC
Miltiades dies ______________ year after Marathon in 489 BC (disgraced in jail! What’s up with these fickle Athenians?).
___________________ becomes leading general.
Miltiades and Themistocles had ideological differences.  Miltiades had represented the rich ___________________ (land army/farmer warriors).  
Themistocles advocates for a stronger ___________________ (sailors/lower class).
All of Greece is wondering if Persia will come back.
___________________ believes the Persians will be back and wants to prepare for the next invasion by building a powerful fleet.  
But that costs $$$$$$$$!
Athenians discover ___________________ mines.
Some Athenians want to distribute wealth to the citizens (SOCIALISM!).
Themistocles wants to invest the silver into the navy.  They currently only have ___________________ ships.  
Meanwhile in Persia….
Darius assembles a force of 300,000 soldiers to fight Athens, BUT he dies in 486.  
His son, ___________________, becomes king. (PAUSE at 6:18 and read below.)
According to Herodotus, Xerxes needs a little convincing to attack Greece again.  He first has a side mission in Egypt.  He allows for debate (Mardonius pushes for war).  He finally has dreams that he must attack Athens, but he needs confirmation from his uncle:
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Artabanus (his uncle) has a similar dream of warning to attack the Greeks and councils Xerxes to do so. (PLAY from 6:18-6:57. PAUSE and read below.)
Xerxes attempts to cross the Hellespont by building pontoon bridges.  The first attempt fails due to a ___________________.
[image: http://eng.mortemor.com/files/6913/6817/7501/Fig.1.jpg]He had the Hellespont whipped ___________________ times.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSoah9u-iRwfX-NPFZphZBuL-u1YAAbVSw1rgZp6Zbe7G9hY1ft]

Fetters = chains						
Think that’s bad?  That’s not all he did….
[image: E:\AICE Classical Studies2\GrecoPersianWar\Herodotus Passages\whiphellespont.jpg]






But wait…it gets worse….
[image: E:\AICE Classical Studies2\GrecoPersianWar\Herodotus Passages\xerxeskillpythius.jpg]












(PLAY video again.)
Xerxes’ second attempt to cross the river works and the Persians are on their way.
The Athenians build a massive fleet of triremes.
Xerxes sends envoys to all the city-states around Greece EXCEPT Athens and ___________________.  The envoys have some success; city-states submit to Persia out of fear (Argos, Thrace, Macedonia).  
Only ___________________ city-states will join Athens and Sparta against Persia.  
The city-states that will resist Persia meet at ___________________ in 481 BC; they form an alliance in the face of a common enemy (wow….setting aside all their tensions and differences to work together…. #squadgoals).
___________________ did NOT join the Greek confederation; they remained “neutral,” and so were not trusted by the Greeks (remaining neutral was a great debate in Thebes, and 400 Theban hoplites end up joining the Spartans at Thermopylae).
The Persians move slowly, and have plenty of time because the Greek city-states that submit to them help with food and supplies. (The army was so massive there was a week’s marching time between the front and rear.  DAMN.)
(PAUSE at 11:32)  Here is precisely what Demaratus said to Xerxes:
[image: E:\AICE Classical Studies2\GrecoPersianWar\Herodotus Passages\demaratusspartanlaw.jpg]






(PLAY again)
[image: http://www.emersonkent.com/images/battle_thermopylae.jpg]It’s Going Down For Real….. The Greeks meet again in 480 BC to discuss their plan.
___________________ suggests a two-pronged approach:
· Use the army to block the pass at Thermopylae
· Use the navy to block the straits of Artemisium
· Back-up plan: defends the isthmus of ___________________
· Women and children abandon Athens to the Peloponnese 
The ___________________ lead the land contingent at Thermopylae (King Leonidas); about 4,000-5,000 men, mostly Arcadian peasants, but 300 Spartans.
Only 300 Spartans?  Yup – everyone is thrilled with that.  They’re freaking Spartans.
Some debate over who would lead the navy – of course Sparta wants to be in charge, but the Athenians have more experience with the navy.  
___________________ is selected to lead the fleet, but the Sparta admiral Eurybiades will be second in command. (Mutual respect between the cities.)
The Persians needed to be blocked by land and by sea in order to win.
Battle of Thermopylae – 480 BC
Thermopylae is a narrow pass from northern to southern Greece.  It was also called the _________ Gates, because of the springs at the foot of the mountain.
Securing this pass is necessary to protect Southern Greece.
Good position? They’ve got the mountain protecting the left flank, and the gulf protecting the right.
OOPSIE - there is a hidden path through mountains the Persians could use….Leonidas does not send any __________________ to defend this path, only other Greek warriors.  This is a gamble.
Did the Spartans know they wouldn’t win?  They want to create a stalemate,  they have to leave reserve troops at home, and they need to hold the pass just to buy time.
Xerxes offers an alliance for the Spartans to leave the pass.  Leonidas says nope.
Xerxes’ army waits 3 days.  __________________ stands in front of his army, while Xerxes is in the back of his.  (Runs in the family?)
Persians order the army to lay down their weapons.  Leonidas replies, “__________________________________________________”
Xerxes starts with a frontal assault and a hail of arrows; they don’t do much.
Xerxes sends about __________________ soldiers; but it’s a catastrophe.  The wicker-armored Persians are no match for heavily armored Greeks.
Xerxes sends his body guards, the __________________, but the same result.
End of Day 1 – Persians lose.
Day #2 – Xerxes send his best warriors and threatens __________________ if they lose.  Despite this, Xerxes has to call off his failing troops.
Luckily (for the Persians) a __________________ traitor named Ephialtes reveals the hidden path to Xerxes, and takes the Immortals to outflank the Greeks.
Leonidas has no chance to get reinforcement.  He __________________ most of the Greek army, while he and the Spartans decide to remain and take their last stand.  He also hopes to hold the pass as long as possible to allow the Greek units to escape.  
Well….and Spartan glory is cool, too.
The Spartans eat breakfast, and famously say that “tonight, we will dine in __________________.”  He tries to send to messengers to Sparta, but they refuse to leave.
(PAUSE at 21:43 and read below)
[image: E:\AICE Classical Studies2\GrecoPersianWar\Herodotus Passages\leonidasprophecy.jpg]Herodotus tells us the Spartans performed funerary rites for themselves before battle.  Herodotus also tells us that by staying to fight, Leonidas is fulfilling a prophecy:








(PLAY again)
Day 3: Spartans wait in complete silence and Persians use synchronized attack from both sides.  Spartans fight with everything they’ve got, including fists and teeth.
The Spartans fight for the body of __________________, but it makes no difference because every Spartan and allied Greek are killed, except a few Thebans who surrender.  
The Persians lose at least __________________ soldiers, which had to make Xerxes wonder what would happen when he faced a whole army of Spartans.
[image: http://izquotes.com/quotes-pictures/quote-epitaph-for-the-spartans-who-died-at-the-battle-of-thermopylae-go-tell-the-spartans-thou-who-simonides-of-ceos-310637.jpg]This is a victory for the Persians, BUT the __________________ of the Spartans’ last stand becomes a “rallying cry” for Sparta and the allied Greeks.  It increases morale, inspiration, and motivation for the next round of battle.


Battle of Artemisium – 480 BC
This naval battle occurrs at the same __________________ as the Battle of Thermopylae.
Day 1:  The Persians lose __________________ ships to the Greeks (plus storms in the Aegean cause considerable damage).  Day 1 – Greeks win.
Day 2:  Persians attempt to repair their fleet, and the Greek allies receive reinforcement of __________________ ships from Athens.  In the afternoon, the Greeks attack and destroy a Persian patrol.  Day 2 – Advantage Greeks.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Day 3:  Persians are ready.  Greeks attempt to block the strait.  Battle rages all day.  When both sides disengage at nightfall, they have suffered roughly _____________ losses.  However, the Greeks cannot keep this up because they are so outnumbered (they lose ½ their ships).
The Greeks debate withdrawing, knowing they cannot last another day.  
They hear about the loss at Thermopylae, and realize that holding the strait of Artemisium no longer serves a strategic purpose.
They decide to evacuate.
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/1f/Battle_of_Thermopylae.pdf/page1-1280px-Battle_of_Thermopylae.pdf.jpg]They may have retreated, but they proved to themselves they can take on the Persian navy, which boosts __________________.








Demaratus helps the Spartans:
[image: NO NAME:AICE Classical Studies2:GrecoPersianWar:Herodotus Passages:gorgos.jpg][image: NO NAME:AICE Classical Studies2:GrecoPersianWar:Herodotus Passages:gorgos2.jpg]
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and committed various acts of sacrilege.'® This headland was
the point to which Xerxes’ engineers carried their two bridges
from Abydos — a distance of seven furlongs. One was con-
structed by the Phoenicians using flax cables, the other by the
Egyptians with papyrus cables. The work was successfully com-
pleted, but a subsequent storm of great violence smashed it up
and carried everything away. Xerxes was very angry when he
learned of the disaster, and gave orders that the Hellespont
should receive three hundred lashes and have a pair of fetters
thrown into it. I have heard before now that he also sent people
to brand it with hot irons. He certainly instructed the men with
the whips to utter, as they wielded them, the barbarous and
presumptuous words: “You salt and bitter stream, your master
lays this punishment upon you for injuring hirp, who never
injured you. But Xerxes the King will cross you, with or without
your permission. No man sacrifices to you, and yo_u_deserve the
neglect by your acid and muddy waters.” In addition to pun-
ishing the Hellespont Xerxes gave orders that the men respon-
sible for building the bridges should have their heads cut off.
The men who received these invidious orders duly carried them
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The army, however, had not gone far when Pythius
Lydian, in alarm at the sign from heaven, was emb(zltd % it{w» e
the presents he had received to come to Xerxes with a B
sMaster,” he said, ‘there is a favour I should like R

3 3 You to grant
me — a small thing, indeed, for you to perform, but to me of
great importance, should you consent to do so.: Xerxes, wh
thought the request would be almost anything but whxt 1(:
actually t}xrned out to be, agreed to grant it and told P\'tl]i:l\‘ to
say what it was he wanted. This generous answer raised P\'th\in\"
hopes, and he said, ‘My lord, I have five sons, and it h:xppcn\
that every one of them is serving in your army in the campaign
against Greece. I am an old man, Sire, and I beg you in pity to
release from service one of my sons — the eldest — to take care of
me and my property. Take the other four — and may you return
with your purpose accomplished.’ i

Xerxes was furiously angry. ‘You miserable fellow,” he cried,
‘have you the face to mention your son, when I, in person, am
marching to the war against Greece with my sons and brothers
and kinsmen and friends — you, my slave, whose duty it was to
come with me with every member of your house, including your
wife? Mark my words: it is through the ears you can touch a

man to pleasure or rage — let the spirit which dwells there hear
good things, and it will fill the body with delight; let it hear bad,
and it will swell with fury. When you did me good service, and
offered more, you cannot boast that you were more generous
than I; and now your punishment will be less than your impu-
dence deserves. Yourself and four of your sons are saved by the
entertainment you gave me; but you shall pay with the life of

the fifth, whom you cling to most.’

Having answered Pythius in these words Xerxes at once gave
orders that the men to whom such duties fell should find Pythius’
eldest son and cut him in half and put the two halves one on

each side of the road, for the army to march out between them.

The order was performed.
And now between the halves of the young man’s body the
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affection for my countrymen, who robbed me of my here

power and privileges and made me a fugitive without a h
whereas your father welcomed me at his court and gav

the means of livelihood and somewhere to live. Surely
unreasonable to reject kindness; any sensible man will che;

it. Personally I do not claim to be able to fight ten men — or tw
indeed I should prefer not even to fight with one. But should

be necessary — should there be some great cause to urge mc o
— then nothing would give me more pleasure than to stand u
to one of those men of yours who claim to be a match for threc
Greeks. So it is with the Spartans; fighting singly, they are as
good as any, but fighting together they are the best soldiers in
the world. They are free — yes — but not entirely free; for they
have a master, and that master is Law, which they fear much
more than your subjects fear you. Whatever this master com-

mands, they do; and his command never varies: it is never to '
>

retreat in battle, however great the odds, but always to remain
in formation, and to conquer or die. If, my lord, you think
that what I have said is nonsense — very well; I am willing
henceforward to hold my tongue. This time I spoke because you
forced me to speak. In any case, I pray that all may turn out as

you desire.’
Xerxes burst out laughing at Demaratus’ answer, and good-

humouredly let him go.*’
After the conversation, Xerxes appointed Mascames, son of
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was no wind, and the marching feet made a loud Swish;
ustling in the fallen leaves. Leaping to their feet, the I’h,:g
sere in the act of arming themselves when the enemy , I:
them. The Persians were surprised at the sight of t,r()(v)a\
ring to resist; they had expected no opposition — yer hJ;Z
body of men barring their way. Hydarnes asked Ephialteg
1ey were, for his first fearful thought was that they Migh
rtans; but on learning the truth he prepared to engage
I'he Persian arrows flew thick and fast, and the Phociang
ing themselves to be the main object of the attack, huri
vithdrew to the highest point of the mountain, wher.
they made ready to face destruction. But the Persians wir,
Ephialtes and Hydarnes paid no further attention to them, by;
passed on along the descending track with all possible speed.
The Greeks at Thermopylae had their first warning of the
death that was coming with the dawn from the seer Megistias,
who read their doom in the victims of sacrifice; deserters, too,
came in during the night with news of the Persian flank move-
ment, and lastly, just as day was breaking, the look-out men
came running from the hills. In council of war their opinions
were divided, some urging that they must not abandon their
post, others the opposite. The result was that the army split:
some dispersed, contingents returning to their various cities,
while others made ready to stand by Leonidas. It is said that
Leonidas himself dismissed them, to spare their lives, but
thought it unbecoming for the Spartans under his command to
desert the post which they had originally come to guard.® 1
myself am inclined to think that he dismissed them when he
realized that they had no heart for the fight and were unwilling
to take their share of the danger; at the same time honour
forbade that he himself should go. And indeed by remaining at
his post he left great glory behind him, and Sparta did not lose
her prosperity, as might otherwise have happened; for right at
the outset of the war the Spartans had been told by the Delphic
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_ ; had that not been so, he would
never haye committed this outrage upon his body; for normally
the Persians, more than any other nation I know of, honour
men who distinguish themselves in war.”* However, Xerxes’
order was carried out.

I will now return to a point in my story where I omitted to »59
mention something.” The Spartans were the first to get the
news that Xerxes was preparing an expedition against Greece;
thereupon they sent to the Delphic oracle and received the
answer of which I spoke a little while ago. The way they received
the news was very remarkable: Demaratus, the son of Ariston,
who was an exile in Persia, was not, I imagine — and as is only
natural to suppose — well disposed towards the Spartans; so
it is open to question whether what he did was inspired by

benevolence or by malicious pleasure. Anyway, as soon as news

reached him at Susa that Xerxes had decided upon the invasion

tpassont
of Greece, he felt that he mus

As the da,nger of discovery was great, there was only one way
ch he could contrive to get the message through: this was
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tablets, being apparently blank, would cause no trouble with
the guards along the road. When the message reached its desti-
nation, no one was able to guess the secret until, as [ understand,
Cleomenes’ daughter Gorgo, who was the wife of Leonidas,
divined it and told the others that, if they scraped the wax off,
they would find something written on the wood underneath.
This was done; the message was revealed and read, and after-
wards passed on to the other Greeks. That, at any rate, is the

story of what happened.
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advice. I have changed my mind; there will be no war agains;

Greece. Peace is to continue.’
The Persians were delighted at this, and bowed low before

their master; but the following night Xerxes dreamed that the
same figure as before stood by his bed and spoke to him. ‘Son
of Darius,’ it said, ‘so you have openly, in the presence of your
subjects, renounced the campaign and made light of what I said
to you, as if it had never been said at all. Now let me tell you

what the result will be, if you do not at once undertake this war:
just as in a moment you rose to greatness and power, so in a

moment will you be brought low again.’
Terrified by the dream Xerxes leapt out of bed and sent for

Artabanus. ‘Artabanus,’ he said, ‘when you first gave me your
good advice, I lost control of myself and answered wildly and

foolishly. But I soon thought better of it and realized that |
ought to do as you suggested. Now, however, I cannot do so,
much as I should like it; for since I changed my mind I have
been haunted by a dream which will not allow me to act as you
advised. The last time I saw the vision, it left me with threats of
disaster. Now if God sent the dream, and it is God’s pleasure
that we should invade Greece, the same vision will appear
to you and will give you the same commands as it gave to me.
And this, I think, is most likely to happen if you put on my
clothes, take your seat on my throne, and then go to sleep in my
bed.’

Artabanus, who thought it was improper for him to sit on the
royal throne, did not at once do as Xerxes bade; but at last he
was forced to yield - though not until he had addressed Xerxes
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